
 
Operation Walk Pittsburgh is a not-for-profit volunteer medical service program that provides free surgical

treatment to patients with disabling arthritis in developing countries. Operation Walk also educates in-country
orthopaedic surgeons, nurses, physical therapists and other health care professionals on the treatments,

processes and surgical techniques for diseases of the hip and knee.
 

Operation Walk Pittsburgh
Day 8:  August 28, 2009
 
Our trip to Guatemala is coming to a close.  Tonight we had a goodbye dinner for the staff at the Santo Hermano
Pedro Hospital.  Padre gave each of us a certificate to commemorate our stay here.

Santo Hermano Pedro hospital staff
 

Although we could not help everyone, we have accomplished much this week.  We would like to leave you with a
patient’s story.



Julio’s Story
 

Julio was diagnosed with leukemia at age 14.  He had a bone marrow transplant and was treated with high
doses of steroids.  He is now 24 and cancer-free.  The side effects of his cancer treatment affected his knee
joints as the steroids destroyed the cartilage between his knee bones. He has been in pain for the last eight
years with increasing limits in his activity.
 
Julio told us that his family could not afford the joint replacement operation and that even if they could, he
thought he would die in the hospital.  His neighbor had a knee replacement at Santo Hermano Pedro Hospital. 
She showed Julio’s family her new knee and told them about “the best doctors in the world” who have come
here to operate.
 
Julio told us his story in the hospital:
 
I was so scared the day of surgery.  My heart just went beat, beat, beat, beat.  Dr. Tony talked to me that
morning and made me calm, and my heart started to beat normally again.  I told the anesthesia doctor to give
me something so I would not have to see the surgery, and the next thing I knew, I was awake with my new knee.
 
Because I can speak English and most of the others here cannot, I would like to thank all of you for helping me
and my people.  I’m sorry, this makes me cry, but I have so much thanks in my heart for all of you.
 
Soon I will be able to play soccer with my friends and dance with the girls.
 
Gracias!!!!
  
And as you can see from the photo of Julio, he is quite the ladies’ man!
 
 

More photos are posted on our website here.
 

http://www.operationwalkpgh.org/trip_photos.htm


For more information about how to support Operation Walk Pittsburgh or to make a tax deductible donation,
please visit www.operationwalkpgh.org.

 

 
We look forward to hearing from you! To contact us, please email us at info@operationwalkpgh.org. Please do not reply to this email!
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